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Council  Ollichs, 
Rainlord. 

June,  193'C 

Sirs, 

I  have  the  lionour  to  submit  to  you  the  48th  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Rainford,  being  the  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1938. 

Health  means  more  than  not  being  ill,  and  a  study  of  the  health- 
creating  services  must  embrace  a  wide  number  of  subjects  and  include 
such  important  activities  as  housing  and  social  and  economic  welfare. 

The  population  again  shows  an  increase,  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  at  the  middle  of  1938  being  3,680,  an  increase  of  45 
over  the  figure  for  1937. 

The  District  continues  to  expand  and  65  houses  have  been 
built  during  the  year,  of  which  25  were  by  private  enterprise. 

There  is  a  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate  from  13.4  per  1,000  in  1937 
to  16.5  in  1938,  whilst  the  Death  Rate  shows  a  rise  from  11.0 
to  13.8  per  1,000. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  was  higher  than  that  of  late  years 
and  there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  in  the  autumn.  There  were  no 
fatalities. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  has  been  introduced,  and  an 
account  of  the  scheme  in  force  and  work  done  will  be  found  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  Report. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District  continues  to  improve, 
but  it  is  necessary  to  stress  the  need  for  routine  Sanitary  inspection. 

Air  Raid  Precaution  activities  added  considerably  to  the  work 
of  the  Staff  during  the  year  and  in  particular  during  the  autumn. 

The  County  Council  have  provided  a  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for 
school-children  as  well  as  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  the  Council 
Offices  where  an  extension  has  been  built  for  this  purpose. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  this  arrangement  aids  in  the  exchange  of  information 
and  facilitates  the  work  done  in  both  capacities. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  my  fellow  officials  and  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

1  am.  Gentlemen, 

’^’our  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  GAWNK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres) 


5,877 

3,680 


Estimated  Population,  mid-year  1938  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to 


Rate  Books  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  a  penny  rate 


1,054 
;C14,571 
£60  14  3 


1.— PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Rainford  is  situated  North  of,  and  about  a  mile  from,  the  County 
Borough  of  St.  Helens.  The  Rural  District  of  Whiston  lies  on  the 
Southern  and  Western  boundaries,  on  the  East  are  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Upholland  and  Billinge,  and  on  the  North  is  the  Rural  District  of 
West  Lancashire. 

The  geological  formation,  generally,  consists  of  black  loamy 
soil,  with  a  sandy  subsoil  of  considerable  depth.  In  the  East  and 
West  there  are  two  large  areas  of  peat  under  which  lie  coal  measures. 

There  is  a  small  area  of  Triassic  rock  consisting  of  bright  red 
sandstone,  its  boundary  on  the  East  being  a  fault  where  it  adjoins  the 
Lower  Coal  Measures.  On  the  West  is  another  fault  where  it  is 
thrown  against  the  Middle  Coal  Measures.  To  the  North  and 
South  it  is  not  so  well  defined,  though  its  delimitation  is  a  matter  of 
interest  as  it  should  prove  a  useful  local  source  of  underground  water. 

The  Urban  District  comprises  a  principal  centre  known  as 
“  The  Village,”  which  extends  along  the  main  road  from  St.  Helens 
to  Ormskirk  for  about  one  mile,  whilst  there  are  further  groups  of 
houses  at  Rainford  Junction,  at  Crank,  and  a  more  recently  developed 
nucleus  nearer  St.  Helens,  between  Hill  Top  and  the  boundary. 

The  District  is  rural  in  character,  and  agriculture  is  the  chief 
industry.  There  are,  however,  other  important  industries  which 
provide  employment.  Of  these,  the  chief  are  Pottery  Making, 
Building,  Mining,  Sand-Washing,  Tar  works,  and  Poultry  Farming. 

The  manufacture  of  clay  smoking  pipes  has  been  carried  on 
in  Rainford  for  about  200  years  and  was  formerly  the  principal 
industry.  At  one  period  there  were  28  works,  but  the  trade  has 
declined  and  there  is  now  only  one  works  engaged  in  the  business. 
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Unemployment. — I'hc  average  miinher  of  unemployed  during 
1938,  as  shown  by  figures  taken  each  Monday,  was  as  follows  : — 

Men,  92  ;  Women,  10. 

II.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  Births  : — Legitimate 

33 

26 

59 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals . 

34 

27 

61 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ;  16.5. 

Still  Births  : — M.  2,  F.  3  ;  Total  5. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  :  75. 

Deaths  M.  27,  F.  24  ;  Total  :  51. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  :  13.8. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  adjusted  to  correspond  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  :  15.4. 

Xumber  of  women  dying  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  child  birth  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
Deaths.  births. 

From  puerperal  sepsis  .  — ■  — 

From  other  puerperal  causes  .  1  15.15 

Totals  .  1  15.15 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate  .  —  — -  — 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

-All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  nil 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  nil 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  nil 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) .  nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  nil 


Population. 

'The  Registrar- General’s  estimate  for  the  mid-1938  population 
was  3,680.  This  is  an  increase  of  45  on  the  estimated  population  for 
1937,  which  was  3,635. 

'The  excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  deaths  represents 
the  natural  increase,  and  amounted  to  10. 

It  is  probable  that  the  average  of  persons  per  house  is  about 
four,  this  figure  being  0.5  less  than  the  actual  figure  at  the  census 
of  1931.  On  this  assumption  I  estimate  that  the  population  now 
would  be  about  4,216. 

Births. 

61  births  occurred  during  the  year.  Male  births  numbered  34 
and  the  female  27,  representing  a  proportion  of  1,259  male  to  1,000 
female  children  born. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  2  and  formed  3.3  per  cent,  of  the 

total. 

Deaths. 

The  figures  given  under  “  Deaths  ”  relate  to  the  net  deaths 
after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by 
the  Registrar-General,  and  the  actual  number  assignable  to  Rainford 
is  51.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  13.8  per  1,000  of  the  resident  popu¬ 
lation. 

CAUSES  OF  DE.ATH  IN  THE  RAINFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT.  1938 


auses  of  Death — 

Male. 

Female. 

4'ota 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

1 

'Fuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

5 

3 

8 

Nephritis  . 

1 

3 

4 

Other  puerperal  diseases . 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Senility  . 

3 

2 

5 

Other  violence 

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  diseases  . 

6 

1 

7 

Ill  defined  . 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

— 

1 

1 

I leart  disease  . 

4 

10 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

3 

— ■ 

'rO'l'AL  . 

27 

24 

51 

7 
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Prior  to  1916,  deaths  at  all  ages  are  ineluded  in  these  figures  ;  from  1916  only  those  under  2  years  of  age. 
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III.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Krt'orts  to  secure  wider  use  of  the  Health  Services  included  the 
distribution  in  March  of  circulars  giving  full  details  of  services  avail¬ 
able  for  Rainford. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  bacteriological 
Department  of  the  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary.  Twelve  throat  swabs 
were  taken  and  examined  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus  which  was 
found  to  be  present  in  two  swabs. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  fever  hospitals  men¬ 
tioned  below  for  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  to  remove  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease.  'Fhese  arrangements  work 
satisfactorily. 

Nursing. 

The  district  is  served  by  two  members  of  the  District  Nursing 
Association. 

Hospitals. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ormskirk  Urban 
District  Council  whereby  cases  of  infectious  disease  may  be  treated 
at  the  Ormskirk  Isolation  Hospital  at  a  cost  of  9  -  per  day  per  case, 
including  ambulance  one  way. 

In  the  case  of  Smallpo.x  a  retaining  fee  of  j^lO  per  annum  is  paid 
to  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  whose  Health  Committee  has  agreed 
to  take  into  its  Isolation  Hospital  at  Fazakerley  all  cases  of  Smallpox 
at  the  rate  of  1 5  -  per  day  per  patient,  together  with  the  cost  of 
conveyance  by  the  City’s  ambulance. 

For  General  Hospital  Accommodation  cases  may  go  to  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Whiston, 
where  arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  Ante-Natal  cases,  and 
for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases. 

\’ohintary  hospitals  are  available  in  St.  Helens  and  in  Liverpool. 

Much  use  is  made  of  the  various  hospital  facilities. 

The  Child  Welfare  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council, 
and  a  Welfare  Centre  has  been  established  at  the  Council  Offices, 
sessions  being  held  every  'I’uesday  morning.  .Advice  regarding 
feeding  and  the  general  health  of  infants  and  toddlers  is  given  by  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  cajiacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  assisted  by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor 
and  School  Nurse.  Free  niilk,  Cod  Idver  Oil,  Vlalt  and  Oil  are 
allowed  to  necessitous  cases. 

'I'he  Midwives  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
'There  are  two  midwives  resident  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  Nursing;  Homes  in  the  area. 

Institutional  provision  for  mothers  or  ciiildren  has  been  arranged 
by  the  County  Council  at  the  Whiston  Public  Assistance  Hospital. 

A  Health  Msitor  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  she 
is  also  School  Nurse,  an  arrangement  which  works  very  well  in  this 
area. 

Arrangements  for  Child  Life  Protection  are  made  by  the  County 
Council. 

The  County  Council  have  established  an  Orthopaedic  Centre 
at  Ormskirk  which  serves  the  Rainford  area.  Sessions  are  held 
weekly  and  a  surgeon  attends  monthly  for  consultation. 


IV.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

Water  for  the  Rainford  District  is  obtained  from  the  St.  Helens 
Corporation  under  a  25  years’  agreement  dated  July,  1934,  and  the 
supply  is  satisfactory. 

'The  water  originates  from  deep  wells  and  possesses  considerable 
temporary  hardness. 

Full  details  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  water  within  the 
Rainford  District  are  given  in  Tuy  Annual  Report  for  1937. 

All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the  mains  with 
the  exception  of  seven  supplied  by  wells  and  one  from  a  spring. 
Five  of  the  latter  houses  can  be  supplied  from  the  mains  should  the 
private  supply  prove  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Samples  of  water  from  four  of  the  wells  were  taken  for  chemical 
examination  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

'^The  proximity  of  wells  to  cultivated  land  and  other  sources  of 
pollution  render  their  regular  inspection  necessary  and  samples  are 
taken  periodically  for  examination. 


1(1 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewerage  systems  exist  for  the  village  area  and  the  St.  Helens 
Road  area.  The  sewage  from  the  former  discharges  at  the  Rookery 
works  and  from  the  latter  at  the  Berrington’s  Lane  works. 

Both  sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  work  efficiently  and  the 
effluents  are  of  a  good  quality. 

An  account  of  these  sewerage  systems  will  be  found  in  last  year’s 
Report. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Rainford  Brook  and  Randle  Brook  with  their  tributaries  flow 
through  the  district.  The  pollution  of  the  Avenue  Brook  by  tar  has 
been  a  troublesome  feature,  but  measures  taken  at  the  works 
responsible  has  led  to  considerable  improvement. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

One  of  the  outstanding  needs  of  the  district  is  the  abolition 
of  the  unhygienic  and  primitive  privy  midden  system.  Within  the 
sewered  area  there  are  still  98  houses  served  by  privies  and  measures 
are  being  taken  to  secure  the  conversion  of  these  by  arrangement 
with  the  owners  and  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Not  only  is  the  conversion  of  privy  middens  beneficial  from  the 
physical  health  point  of  view,  but  it  has  also  a  very  evident  effect 
upon  the  mental  outlook  of  the  tenants  who  commence  to  take  an 
interest  and  pride  in  their  back  gardens  and  in  keeping  the  premises 
neat  and  clean.  They  tend  to  become  health  minded. 

At  Crank  the  privy  midden  system  is  particularly  obnoxious. 
Here  many  of  the  middens  are  uncovered  and  leaking,  with  the  result 
that  fouling  of  the  yard  surfaces  occurs.  A  water  carriage  system 
can  hardly  be  entertained  for  this  area,  and  therefore  conversions 
from  privies  to  the  pail  type  of  closet  is  being  insisted  upon  which  will 
be  a  boon  to  the  residents. 

Outside  the  sewered  area  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided 
with  the  privy  midden  type  of  closet  accommodation  save  in  the  new 
Council  houses,  where  water  closets  and  septic  tanks  have  been 
installed. 

The  sewage  from  the  42  houses  comprising  Hardings  Row  passes 
into  a  catchpit  and  thence  into  a  tributary  of  Randle  Brook. 
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CONVERSIONS  FROM  PRIVIES  'I’O  W.C.’s  FOR  'I'llE 
P.\S'r  ElOHT  YE.VRS  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS 


1931  .  0 

1932  .  0 

1933  .  0 

1934  0 

1935  .  51 

1936  .  34 

1937  .  62 

193S  .  18 


165 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  importance  of  a  system  of  public  cleansing  is  recognised. 
'The  Council  have  arranged  by  contract  with  a  farmer  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse  for  the  whole  district.  Both  horse  and  cart 
and  motor  lorry  are  used. 

There  are  551  moveable  ashbins  and  463  privy  middens  in 
use  in  the  district.  The  ashbins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  privies 
once  a  month. 

Part  of  the  bin  refuse  is  being  used  by  the  Council  on  the 
Recreation  Oround,  where  controlled  tipping  is  in  operation. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  disadvantages  of  the 
privy  midden.  'Phe  removal  of  refuse  from  this  type  of  receptacle 
leads  to  soiling  of  yard  surfaces.  In  many  cases  wheeling  of  the 
refuse  in  barrows  through  narrow  passages  to  the  road  is  necessary 
and  most  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  have  been  18  conversions  from 
privy  middens  to  bins  during  the  year. 

'Phere  are  few  cesspools  in  the  district  and  they  are  situated 
in  outlying  sparsely  populated  parts.  limptying  is  done  under 
contract  by  the  contractor  who  attends  to  refuse  collection,  and 
the  contents  are  used  for  manure.  A  special  tumbler  cart  is  not 
employed. 
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'The  following  table  shows  the  closet  and  refuse  accommodation 
at  the  end  of  1938  : — 

CLOSET  AND  REFUSE  ACCOMMODA'ITON, 
DECEMBER  31st,  1938. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  District  :  1,054. 

No.  of  Houses  with  : — 


W.C.s 

Privies 

Pails 

Bins 

Ashpits 

Privy 

Middens 

Within 

Sewered 

Area 

Out  of 
Sewered 
Area 

Within  Out  of 
Sewered  Sewered 
Area  Area 

Within  Out  of 
Sewered  Sewered 
Area  Area 

470 

8i 

107  382 

I  13 

551 

489 

14 

551 

10 

463 

Shops. 

'Fhe  Shops  Act,  1934,  is  enforced  by  the  County  Council. 
'I’he  provisions  of  the  Act,  however,  relating  to  the  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  are  administered 
by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Most  of  the  shops  are  attached  to  a  dwelling-house,  there  being 
few  lock-up  shops.  The  requirements  with  regard  to  ventilation 
are  generally  satisfactory,  but  to  maintain  a  regular  temperature  in 
a  shop  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house  is  a  difficult  problem. 

With  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences,  in  most  cases  the  con¬ 
venience  in  the  house  is  used  by  the  shop  workers  who  are  usually 
members  of  the  family.  'I’he  Shops  Act  requires  that  there  shall  be 
provided  and  maintained  in  the  shop  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or  about  the  shop. 
The  Sanitary  Authority,  however,  is  authorised  to  grant  a  certificate 
of  exemption  where  it  is  considered  that  sufficient  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  are  conveniently  available. 

Camping  Sites. 

'There  are  no  sites  in  the  district  used  for  camping. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  open  to  the  public  within  the  area. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  the  infestation 
of  houses  with  bed  hugs  within  the  district.  A  complaint  of  bed 
bugs  was  received  from  a  tenant  in  the  Crank  area.  One  of  the 
offenders  was  taken  for  examination  and  found  to  he  a  specimen  of 
Niptus  hololeucus,  the  yellow  or  golden  spider  beetle,  an  insect 
innocuous  to  man  hut  occasionally  making  itself  a  nuisance  through 
its  presence  in  great  numbers. 

When  tenants  are  removed  into  new  Council  houses  due  measures 
are  taken  for  the  detection  of  bed  bugs. 

V.— SCHOOLS. 

The  school  children  in  the  Rainford  Urban  District  are  inspected 
by  the  School  Aledical  Department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
The  fact  that  the  Assistant  County  Aledical  Officer  of  Health 
responsible  for  this  work  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
District  is  effective  from  the  point  of  view  of  public  health  ad¬ 
ministration.  Not  only  is  a  full  knowledge  of  the  people  and  the 
needs  of  the  district  of  great  help  at  the  examination  of  the  children, 
but  prompt  action  can  be  taken  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Medical  Officer  and  the 
teachers  and  much  use  is  made  of  the  returns  of  sick  children 
forwarded  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer  each  week. 

Exclusion  of  scholars  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Board 
of  Education’s  Memorandum. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  schools  in  the  District  : — 


School.  School  No.  No.  of  children  on  roll. 

Bushey  Lane  .  29/6  110  (38  infants). 

Corpus  Christi  .  29/7  45  (16  infants). 

Crank  Hill  .  29/8  64  (20  infants). 

Rainford  C.E .  29/9  237  (61  infants). 


During  the  past  year  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  schools. 

Improvements  carried  out  in  the  year  1938  are  as  follows  : — 

Bushey  Lane. 

The  washing  accommodation  has  been  augmented  and  panelling 
of  one  of  the  classrooms  has  been  carried  out. 
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Rainford  C.  of  E. 

Six  new  windows  have  been  installed  with  clear  glass  fitted  in 
modern  style.  New  lavatory  basins  have  been  fixed  on  both  floors. 


'I'he  Sanitary  condition  and  Water  Supply  of  the  schools  in  the 
district  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


SCHOOL: 

CRANK  HILL 
C.E. 

BUSHEY 

LANE 

RAINFORD 

C.E. 

CORPUS 

CHRISTI 

Lighting . 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Electric. 

Washing 

Accommodation 

In  porches.  4 
fixed  basins, 
taps  over,  1 
sink,  tap  over. 

In  porches.  7 
fixed  basins, 
taps  over  1 
sink. 

10  fixed  basins, 
taps  over,  2 
sinks,  taps 

over,  2  mov¬ 
able  bowls 

with  jug. 

4  basins,  taps 
over. 

Water  Supply . 

Public  Main 

Public  Mam. 

Public  Mam 

Public  Mam. 

Cloak  Room  . 

In  porches. 

In  porches. 

Separate. 

In  porches. 

Provision  for 

Drying  Coats  . 

Hot  pipes. 

Hot  pipes. 

Hot  pipes. 

No  heating. 

Closet 

Accommodation 

Trough  closet, 

5  seats. 

1 0  water  closets. 

Trough  closets, 

8  seats.  1  v,.c. 
for  teachers. 

8  w.c.  s. 

Feet  from  School  . 

60. 

20. 

Adjoining. 

20. 

Drainage  . 

Septic  tank. 

Septic  tank. 

Sewer. 

Sewer. 

School  Closure. 

During  the  year  1938  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  Milage 
School  from  3rd — 21st  November  owing  to  diphtheria. 

Health  Services  for  Schools. 

A  School  Clinic  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
Council  Offices.  Children  may  attend  here  for  inspection  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  minor  ailments,  eye  and  ear  defects  and  dental  caries. 

The  Clinic  is  open  for  these  purposes  as  follows  ; — 

'I'uesday,  2  p.m. — 4  p.m.  : — Dental  Surgeon  attends. 

(Mr.  Linnell). 

h'riday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon  ; — Minor  Ailments. 

Nurse  Thomas. 

Aledical  Officer  attends  alternate 
I'ridays. 
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School  Feeding. 

'I'lie  milk  in  schools  scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  hoard 
continues  in  operation.  Milk  is  the  most  valuable  single  food-stuff 
known  and  hence  its  being  chosen  to  supplement  the  diet  of  school 
children.  'Fhe  milk  is  siipplied  to  the  schools  and  consumed  on  the 
premises  at  a  cost  of  fd.  per  one  third  pint  bottle,  a  child  consuming 
up  to  one  pint  daily.  Certain  children  selected  by  the  use  of  an 
income  test  receive  the  milk  free. 

Samples  of  milk  delivered  to  each  school  are  taken  quarterly  for 
pathological  examination  for  tuberculosis  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Council.  The  samples  taken  in  1938  all  proved  satisfactory. 

VL— HOUSING. 

'I'he  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  1937  was  989.  A  good  general  standard  of  housing  is  main¬ 
tained  though  many  houses  exist  with  small  windows,  dampness  and 
poor  provision  for  food  storage.  The  structure  is  of  brick  and  the 
ages  vary  up  to  200  years.  In  the  older  property  porous  bricks  and 
the  absence  of  a  damp-proof  course  are  frequent  causes  of  dampness. 
Endeavour  is  made  to  carry  out  frequent  inspection  of  houses  in  the 
district  though  the  staff  available  is  limited.  There  are  instances 
where  repairs  and  structural  alterations  are  necessary  to  maintain 
the  premises  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation. 

The  number  of  back-to-back  houses  is  gradually  being  reduced 
and  there  now  remain  6  back-to-back  houses  in  the  district.  The 
Council’s  Scheme  is  to  remove  one  family  into  a  Council  house 
and  then  an  official  representation  is  made  under  the  Housing  Acts 
which  results  in  the  conversion  of  the  premises  into  a  “  through  ” 
house,  suitable  structural  alterations  being  made.  Any  necessary 
repairs  are  carried  out  at  the  same  time  to  the  benefit  of  the  occupants. 
In  some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  adequate  treatment  of  yard 
surfaces  with  the  result  that  broken  flags  and  uneven  and  badly 
draining  surfaces  are  seen  producing  their  worst  effects  in  wet  weather 
and  adding  to  the  labours  of  the  housewife. 

d'o  cope  with  the  problem  of  overcrowded  families  and  unfit 
houses  the  Council  have  provided  a  total  of  186  houses,  and  of  these 
40  were  built  during  1938.  'The  kind  of  house  provided  has  been 
mainly  the  non-parlour  three  bedroom  type,  but  bungalows  have  been 
built  for  aged  persons,  and  in  the  present  scheme  a  number  of  four- 
bedroomed  parlour-type  houses  are  being  erected  to  provide  for  the 
larger  families.  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  a  complete  survey 
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was  made  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  ov'ercrowding  and  the  Council 
put  into  effect  a  Scheme  to  deal  with  the  problem,  with  the  result  that 
there  were  at  the  end  of  1938  no  dwellings  overcrowded. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  BY 
COUNCIL  AND  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  DURING  PAST 

YEARS. 


Houses  built  by  Private 
Enterprise. 


Houses  built  by  Council. 


1926  . 

.  10 

1914 . 

.  14 

1928  . 

.  11 

1925 . 

.  10 

1929  . 

.  12 

1927 . 

.  24 

1930  . 

.  27 

1931 . 

.  12 

1931  . 

.  12 

1933 . 

.  50 

1932  . 

.  4 

1936 . 

.  26 

1933  . 

9 

1937 . 

.  10 

1934  . 

.  16 

1938 . 

.  40 

1935  . 

.  14 

— 

1936  . 

.  31 

Total  . 

.  186 

1937  . 

.  25 

— 

1938  . 

.  25 

'I'otal  . 

.  196 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 


(1)  (a)  'fotal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  52 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  85 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  52 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers .  52 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  .  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  12 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  70 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 


VII.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  there  were  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926  : — 

5  persons  as  cow  keepers  and  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

6  persons  as  cowkeepers  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

3  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk. 

There  are  in  the  District  approximately  80  cows  kept  for  dairy 
purposes. 

12  visits  were  paid  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  District  during 
the  year.  In  many  instances  lighting  and  ventilation  are  defective. 
In  some  the  midden  is  situated  close  to  where  milking  is  carried  out. 
Others  are  modern  structures  and  well  planned,  with  the  result 
that  a  clean  milk  is  produced  with  considerable  saving  of  effort. 

Scrupulous  cleanliness  in  all  the  processes  of  milking  and 
distribution  is  necessary  to  prevent  contamination.  Not  only  must 
the  cowshed,  dairy  and  utensils  be  kept  scrupulously  clean,  but 
due  attention  should  be  given  to  the  grooming  and  cleanliness  of  the 
cows  and  the  milkers.  Good  lighting  is  essential  if  these  conditions 
are  to  be  fulfilled. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses. — Bye-laws  in  respect  of  slaughterhouses 
were  made  in  1934.  There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 
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one  licensed  and  oi\e  registered.  Both  are  brick  structures  and 
the  water  supply  is  from  the  public  main.  In  one  case  the  drain 
inlet  is  situated  inside  the  building,  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement, 
both  premises  are  kept  in  a  generally  satisfactory  condition.  It  is 
required  that  whitewashing  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  be  carried  out 
at  least  four  times  in  every  year. 

Notice  of  Slaughtering. — The  owners  of  the  slaughterhouses 
have  specified  the  days  and  times  when  slaughtering  regularly  takes 
place.  In  all  other  cases  it  is  required  that  due  notice  should 
be  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  notifying  the  day  and  time  on  which 
slaughtering  will  take  place. 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  inspection  during  the  year. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows)  Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

174  — 

—  398 

468 

Number  inspected 

18 

—  38 

36 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

—  Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Nil  — 

—  Nil 

6 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

Nil  — 

—  Nil 

19.4 

'I’uberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Nil  — 

—  Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

—  Nil 

20 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  Tu¬ 
berculosis 

Nil  — 

—  Nil 

55.5 

20 


Adulteration,  etc. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  Countv 
Police.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Widnes 
for  the  following  information  : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  :  25. 

All  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

Nutrition. 

Signs  of  subnormal  nutrition  are  sometimes  seen  amongst  the 
expectant  mothers  who  attend  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre.  The  dietery  of  the  families  generally  lacks  the  inclusion  of 
green  vegetables  and  this  is  surprising  in  a  rural  area  where  there  is  a 
large  “  green  crop.” 

There  is  a  tendency  for  the  money  to  be  spent  on  bulky  food¬ 
stuffs  like  bread  and  potatoes  and  this  tendency  becomes  greater  as 
the  family  grows  in  size.  These  remarks  apply  whether  there  is 
unemployment  or  not.  Indeed  unemployment  does  not  seem  to  hav^e 
exercised  any  significant  infiuence  on  the  health  of  children  or 
expectant  mothers  in  this  district. 

Informal  talks  on  the  subject  of  food  and  nutrition  are  given  to 
mothers  attending  the  County  Council’s  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
and  in  the  autumn  the  County  Council’s  lecturer,  Miss  Tipper, 
delivered  an  address  to  parents  embracing  the  topic  of  nutrition. 

VIII.— FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901  AND 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechan¬ 
ical  power  . 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  without 

mechanical  power 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  premises  under 

the  Act 

— 

'Total  . 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories  and  other  Premises. 


Number  of  Dcfc.ts 


Particulars 


No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  pro- 

Referrecl  secutions 

to  H.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

Temperature . 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  Drainage 

of  Floors  . 

Insufficient  or  Unsuit¬ 
able  Sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  . 

Other  Offences  . 


Total  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 


IX.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

29  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  to  the  Department 
under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Apart  from  notifications  received  under  this  Act,  information 
of  sickness  in  school  is  obtained  from  the  returns  forwarded  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  each  week, 
and  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools  inform  the  school  nurse  at  her 
routine  visits  to  school  of  those  children  who  are  absent  from  school 
and  suspected  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease.  In  this  way 
valuable  knowledge  of  tlie  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  acquired 
so  that  it  is  possible  to  take  prompt  measures  to  combat  the  spread  of 
such  sickness. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

5  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
disease  was  of  the  mild  type  and  the  patients  were  permitted  to  be 
nursed  at  home. 


Diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  1938  has  been  greater  than  that  of 
1937,  and  there  was  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  the  Village  School 
in  the  autumn  in  which  10  children  were  affected.  All  diphtheria 
cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  children  were  confined  to  the  Infant  class  of  the  school  in 
question  and  as  a  result  of  a  vigorous  search  a  carrier  of  the  virulent 
“  gravis  ”  strain  was  discovered  and  isolated  in  hospital.  This 
carrier  probably  acquired  the  organisms  whilst  visiting  a  neighbouring 
County  Borough. 

As  a  further  precautionary  measure  the  school  was  closed  for  a 
period  of  a  fortnight.  No  further  cases  occurred  after  these  measures 
were  taken. 

The  majority  of  the  diphtheria  cases  were  of  the  “  gravis  ”  type 
associated  with  considerable  toxaemia  and,  in  several  cases,  cardiac- 
complications.  Fortunately,  no  deaths  occurred. 

I  would  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  my  last  year’s  report,  that  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  parents  should  seek  medical  aid  as  earlv 
as  possible  when  children  contract  a  sore  throat.  Delay  of  a  dav 
in  the  administration  of  antitoxin  may  have  dire  consequences. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Disease 


total  65  cases 

cases  at  under  and  ad.  to  total 

all  ages  1  yr.  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  ovr.  hosp.  de’ths 


Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexta 

Pneumonia . 

Erysipelas  . 


12  —  —  —  I  3  6  1  —  I  —  12  — 


9 

3 


2 


3 


I 

I 


2 

2 


Totals  29  -  —  I  I  3  10  2  I  5  2  4  -  12 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

“  Approximately  90%  of  cases  of  diphtheria  occur  under  the 
age  of  15  years.  By  that  time,  the  great  majority  of  individuals  have 
become  immunised  by  sub-clinical  infection.  The  acquisition  of 
immunity  by  natural  means  postulates  a  diphtheritic  environment. 
It  is  a  lengthy  process  and  is  obtained  at  the  expense  of  a  number  of 
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clinical  cases,  and  possibly  of  deaths,  whereas  artificial  immunity  if 
carefully  conducted  hy  experts  is  without  these  risks  and  can  he 
acquired  in  as  many  months  as  the  natural  process  takes  years.” 

The  above  quotation  is  from  the  “  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1937”  and  the  report  also  states 
“  It  (immunisation)  is  a  form  of  preventive  treatment  which  in  the 
future  may  succeed  in  eradicating  diphtheria  from  our  midst  and 
thus  save  countless  lives.”  Diphtheria,  therefore,  is  a  preventible 
disease. 

The  Council  made  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Section  133  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  provision  of 
immunisation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Urban  District  against 
diphtheria,  and  in  October,  1938,  the  Minister  gave  his  sanction 
on  the  understanding  that  the  arrangements  should  be  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  that  full 
details  would  be  published  in  his  Annual  Report. 

The  Immunisation  campaign  was  started  in  November,  1938, 
and  the  parents  of  children  attending  the  four  schools  and  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre  were  circularised  by  a  leaflet  explaining  the  scheme, 
and  urging  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment  offered  for  their 
children.  The  response  has  been  very  gratifying. 

Of  great  help  has  been  the  co-operation  of  the  head  teachers 
of  the  four  schools. 

To  the  Press  thanks  are  due  for  the  prominence  given  to  the 
sdieme  in  the  papers. 

The  injections  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
assisted  by  the  School  Nurse,  and  records  are  kept  by  the  Medical 
Officer’s  clerk. 

The  treatment  of  school  children  is  carried  out  at  the  schools. 
Children  of  pre-school  age  are  treated  either  at  the  schools  or  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic. 

Anterior  Schick  testing  has  not  been  undertaken  since  it  is  apt 
to  make  children  apprehensive. 

Alum-precipitated  toxoid  is  the  standard  immunising  agent  used. 
Two  doses  are  given  subcutaneously  into  the  upper  arm,  an  interval 
of  2  3  weeks  intervening  between  the  two.  The  first  injection 
amounts  to  0.1  c.c.  and  the  second  0.5  c.c. 
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It  is  most  unusual  for  any  reactions  to  occur  in  children  under 
8  years  of  age.  Over  this  age  slight  local  reactions  have  occasionally 
been  noticed  after  the  first  “  detector  ”  dose  of  0.1  c.c.  and  in  these 
cases  immunisation  treatment  is  completed  with  To.xoid-Anti- 
toxin  Floccules.  It  is  exceptional  for  any  reaction  to  occur  after 
T.A.F. 

Immunity  is  acquired  after  some  2  to  3  months  after  the  last 
injection. 

Children  do  not  mind  the  injections,  and  in  fact  take  a  keen 
interest  in  them,  particularly  where  the  treatment  is  carried  out  in 
front  of  the  class,  which  is  the  usual  practice. 

There  is  a  tendency  for  parents  to  allow  their  older  children, 
but  not  their  younger  children,  to  be  immunised.  This  is  a  pity 
since  it  is  the  young  child  who  runs  the  greatest  risk  of  infection  bv 
diphtheria  and  who  is  least  liable  to  show  any  signs  of  reaction  to  the 
treatment. 

PARTICULARS  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  IN  CONNECTION 

WITH  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 
Scheme  started  November,  1938. 

All  School  Children.  Pre-School  Children 


A^e.  Number 

Immunised. 

Age. 

Number 

Im 

muuised. 

4  . 

9 

1  . 

5 

5  . 

27 

2  . 

15 

6  . 

35 

3  . 

15 

7  . 

33 

4 

14 

8  . 

30 

— 

9  . 

32 

Total 

49 

10  . 

41 

— 

11  . 

29 

12  . 

37 

13  . 

24 

14  . 

3 

Total  . 

300 

Village. 

Corpus  Christi. 

Bushey  Lane. 

Crank. 

Total  on  Roll 

242 

46 

119 

58 

Total  Immunised 

170 

25 

81 

24 

Percent.  Immunised  70.8% 

54.3% 

68.06% 

41.4% 

25 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  received  during  the 
vcar  under  the  Pidilic  Health  (TB)  Regulations,  1930. 


XHW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

0 —  . 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

I  — 

5— 

— 

_ 

_ 

-  I 

_ 

_ 

_  _ 

_ 

I 

_ 

_ 

_  _ 

25— 

35— 
as — 

_ 

I 

_ 

_  _ 

__  — 

I 

_  _ 

55— 

65  and  upwards 

I 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

I 

I 

—  I 

I 

I 

—  — 

There  were  no  deaths  amongst  non-notified  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  year. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  provision  of  dis¬ 
pensaries,  sanatoria  and  home  visiting  for  Tuberculosis.  The 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  residents  in  the  Rainford  District  is 
in  Hardshaw  Street,  St.  Helens.  Patients  may  be  referred  there 
with  a  note  from  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  very  complete  and  satisfactory. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

RAINFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

1938. 


No.  of  premises  visited 

74 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances 

discovered 

143 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances 
No.  of  notices  served — 

abated 

92 

Informal 

21 

Statutory’ 

Nil 

Legal  Proceedings 

None 

